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SUBJECT: RHODESIAN STUDENTS CROSS INTO BOTSWANA 

1 . IN COURSE OE DISCUSSION ON RHODESIA WITH VICE PRESIDENT MASIRE 
FEB. 1 (REPORTED SEPTEL), I INQUIRED ABOUT REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL 
RADIO BROADCAST FROM SALISBURY THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
HAD COME EN MASSE FROM RHODESIA TO BOTSWANA. MASIRE AND LEGWAILA 
(WHO WAS PRESENT) SAID 476 STUDENTS WERE INVOLVED. SOME 384 OF 
THE GROUP HAD COME ACROSS THE BORDER AT A VILLAGE NORTHOF 
BOBONONG; THE REMAINDER HAD ENTERED BOTSWANA SEVERAL MILES EURTHER 
NORTH AND WERE STAYING AT A DIFFERENET VILLAGE. IN RESPONSE TO MY 
QUESTIONS ABOUT MOTIVATIONS, MEANS OF TRAVEL, AGES, ETC., VP 
SAIRE SAID GOB HAS NO DETAILS. TO GET SUCH INEORMATION, CHARLES 
TIBONE, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY AT THE PRESIDENCEY, AND ANOTHER GOB 
OFEICIAL CONCERNED WITH REFUGEES WERE SENT URGENTLY TO THE AREA. 
INITIAL ATTEMPTS TO REACH THE VILLAGE WHERE THE STUDENTS ARE STAYING 
HAD BEEN UNSUCCESSEUL BECAUSE OF HIGH WATERS FOLLOWING RECENT RAINS. 
TIBONE AND HIS COLLEAGUE WERE THEREEORE SENT IN BY ARICRAFT. 
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2. MASIRE NOTED SMITH REGIME ANNOUNCEMENT THAT CHILDREN HAD 
BREN "ABDUCTED". IN ADDITION, SUBSEQUENT UNVERIEIED REPORT FROM 
REUTERS STATES CHILDREN WERE TAKEN AT GUNPOINT FROM A MISSION 
SCHOOL JAN. 31 TOGETHER WITH THREE TEACHERS, A PASTOR AND TWO 
NURSES. PASTOR AND FOUR CHILDREN WERE REPORTED TO HAVE ESCAPED 
BACK INTO RHODESIA. 
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3. FROM PAST EXPERIENCE, MASIRE SAID GOB HAS REASON TO DOUBT 
RHODESIAN VERSION OF EVENTS. MASIRE SUGGESTED THAT REASON EOR 
STUDNTS LEAVING WAS THAT "THINGS ARE HEATING UP" IN RHODESIA WITH 
STRICTER ENEORCEMENT OE MILITARY RECRUITMENT, ARBITRARY 
ACCUSATIONS OF TERRORISM BY YOUTH, ETC., WHICH HE BELIEVED WAS MORE 
LIKELY EXPLANATION. MASIRE SAID GOB HAD ISSUED STATEMENT FEB. 1 
REACTING TO SALISBURY-DATELINED STORY. TEXT FORWARDED SEPTEL. 

4. ON EVENING OF FEB. 1 CABINET SECRETARY STEENKAMP TOLD ME 
HE HAD JUST TALKED BY PHONE WITH TIBONE, WHO HAD ARRIVED IN 
BOBONONG AND MET WITH STUDENTS. TIBONE REPORTED STUDENTS AGES 
THIRTEEN TO EIGHTEEN HAD DECIDED "AS A GROUP" TO LEAVE RHODESIA 
AND HAD WALKED 25 MILES ACROSS THE BORDER. THE PRINCIPAL 
REASON FOR LEAVING WAS "CONSTANT HARASSMENT" BY RHODESIAN 
MILITARY. STEENKAMP HASTILY ADDED THAT A MASS MOVEMENT OF 
THIS KIND "DOES NOT HAPPEN WITHOUT SOME LEADERSHIP" AND 
VOLUNTEERED SUGGESTION THAT A CERTAIN "MASS PSYCHOLOGY" HAD 
BEEN AT WORK AS WELL AS PEER PRESSURE. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

HE WAS ADAMANT ON THE POINT THAT THE STUDENTS HAD VOLUNTARILY 
WALKED THE 25 MILES BECAUSE NO ONE COULD HAVE FORCED THAT MANY 
TO DO SO. AS EVIDENCE OF GOB CONFIDENCE ON THIS POINT, 

UTEENKAMP SAID GOB HAS INVITED FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS TO MEET 
EREELY WITH THE STUDENTS, ADDING THAT SEVERAL HAVE ALREADY ACCEPTED 
(E.G. THE RAND DAILY MAIL). HE ALSO RIDICULED THE SUGGESTION THAT 
THE GOB "WAS RECRUTING" REFUGEES WHEN EVERYONE KNEW THE GOB 
RESOURCES ARE STRAINED IN TAKING CARE OE THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY 
HERE. 
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